284.              CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
In God the Son of Mary's name                                              7,i80
That they should go to the Casal
Des Plains and strengthen tower and wall.,
So that the host's head might withstand
Attack. The king then gave command
That men in Jaffa should remain,
So that they strongly might maintain
The town, and garrison the port.
And let no men of any sort
Go forth, save merchants for supplies.
The bishop of Evreux, likewise                                                7,190
The count of Chalon, and Sir Hugh
De Ribole,6 with their retinue,
Remained in charge of this affair:
They put the town in good repair.
Now the host mounted and moved on 5 7
No man e'er saw a finer one
Nor one more sumptuously arrayed.
Only a short day's march they made.
They stopped between the casals twain
And there they pitched their tents again5                                 7,200
I have good reason to believe
And know that it was All Saints' Eve                                  Oct. 31
When we encamped ourselves that day;
The Turkish host at Ramleh lay,
And thence made forays vigorous
And raids and onslaughts upon us.
RICHARD RECONNOITERS
Leaving Casal des Plains, our men
Were ?twixt there and Casal Moyen
A full fortnight or more. They found
The foe had razed it to the ground.                                          7,21 o
The king had it rebuilt once more
6 Hugfh de Ribole is said by G. Paris to be otherwise unknown.
7 The Itinerarlum (p. 289)  says that Richard defeated the Saracens in a small
skirmish on the Wednesday before All Saints' Day. On the next day, the eve of All
Saints, the army camped between Casal des Plains and Casal Moyen (October 31).